DELLE     BANDE     NERE                 54!

Giovanni delle Bande Nere, Italy's foremost commander,
could not be absent. His command now consisted of the
whole of the infantry supplied by the Pope and Florence,
together with a corps of about a thousand cavalry, while the
entire army of the allies was commanded by the Duke of
Urbmo. Various operations took place, m which the Duke of
Urbino was completely out-generaled by the imperial com-
mander, the Duke of Bourbon, and the allied army forced
to retire.

And then came the end; that end for which Clement had
hoped, and which Maria had so long sorrowfully foieseen. On
the bank of the Mmcio, in the plain of Governolo, eight miles
from Mantua, there were in November four days7 severe
fighting; and on the fourth day Giovanni was struck by a shot
from the enemy's artillery in the leg previously wounded at
Pavia. They carried him to Mantua, where, though an enemy,
he was lodged by Federigo Gonzaga, Marquis of Mantua, in
his own palace, and treated with every honour. Pietro Are-
tino was with him, and was directed to tell him that his leg
must be amputated, a terrible operation in those days. Theji
said he must be held by ten men, but he declared that no one
should hold him, "and, taking the candle, held it himself
throughout the operation, which was performed with great
ignorance and roughness,3 causing indescribable agony." And
after all it was useless, for mortification set in a few hours
afterwards. He endured intense pain, in the midst of which,
however, he sent an affectionate message to poor Maria, and
wrote an admirable brief address of farewell to his soldiers;
and then, saying he would not die in a sick-bed, had himself
placed on his camp bed, and the pain thereupon departing, he
fell asleep and so died (soth November 1526) He was buried
in his armour, in the church of San Francesco in Mantua;
but in 1685 his remains were brought back to Florence, and
buried in the family mausoleum. And when the Medici coffins
were opened in 1857, more than three hundred years after his
death, his body was found still lying in its black armour, and